
Tuesday 9th June 2020 

An introduction to 
The Battle of 

Barnet. 



Discussion 

• Have you ever heard of 
The Battle of Barnet? 
 

• If yes, what do you 
know? 
 

• If no, what do you think 
could have happened? 
When did it happen? Why 
did it happen? 



The Battle of Barnet, which took place 
on April 14, 1471, was a battle of the 
Wars of the Roses, near the town of  
Barnet, 10 miles North of London. 

 
 
 
 

The Wars of the Roses was a series of 
civil wars fought between two 

aristocratic families, the House of York 
and the House of Lancaster.  



Activity  

• Watch this re-enactment of The 
Battle of Barnet  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_nsfo9r1I
E  

 
Who were the important people? 
Why were they fighting? What 

happened? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_nsfo9r1IE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_nsfo9r1IE


Battle of Barnet 
• King Edward IV  and Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, 

had been allies during the wars and their success had 
led to the overthrow of Henry VI (of Lancaster) and the 
crowning of Edward (of York) as king.  
 

• Warwick expected that his friends and favourites would 
be rewarded in the new court with prestigious positions. 
However, Edward decided to favour the friends and 
relatives of his wife, the Queen consort of England 
instead. After much conflict Warwick drove Edward into 
exile, and placed Henry VI back on the throne. Edward, 
who returned in March 1471 with an army of Burgundian 
mercenaries, marched on London and took Henry 
prisoner.  
 

• The armies of Edward and Warwick met for the last time 
at Barnet at a place called Gladmore Heath. No one is 
sure where Gladmore Heath was as the name is not used 
anymore. 
 

• Many believe that the battle was in and around Hadley. 
Early in the morning of the battle there was a thick fog. 
The armies engaged and one of Warwick's commanders 
succeeded in routing one of the flanks of Edward's 
army, and pursued them back to Barnet. But while they 
were away, the push of battle swung the armies around, 
and on returning they mistook the badge of another of 
Warwick's commanders (a star with streams of light) for 
the badge of their enemy Edward (a sun with rays).  
They attacked their own side, which panicked and fled. 
Warwick lost the battle and was killed.  
 



Map 
of the 
Battle 



Painting 
of The 
Battle 





Battle of Barnet Monument in Hadley! 
You can still see it today.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhadleymemorialhall.com%2Fhome-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw1wRdjJvPuuEsxRwrVchupg&ust=1591375884070000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDqiKTP6OkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA2


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Flostcityoflondon.co.uk%2Ftag%2Fbattle-of-barnet%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Ll61EVv2d2o1oz5-BVVO-&ust=1591376060079000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiunvvP6OkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Task 
• Research some more information 
about the Battle of Barnet! 

 
• What interesting facts can you 
find? 
 

• Can you find any places that you 
know? 
 

• You can write these down or type 
them up! 
 

Happy researching! 
 


