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Agenda 

• A more detailed overview of the EYFS (Early Years Foundation 
Stage) curriculum 

• Daily routine/General Information 

• Reminders

• Questions

• Tour 



EYFS: 7 Areas of Learning
There are 3 Prime Areas of learning and 4 Specific Areas. 

The Prime Areas work together and move through to support development in all other 
areas.  

The Specific Areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate 
successfully in society.

• Communication and Language

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Physical Development

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design





Phonics

To help young children to develop their reading and writing skills, 
they must be able to confidently recall and apply their knowledge 
of letters and the sounds that they make.

By the end of Foundation Stage, a child should be able to:

• Use their Speed Sounds to read a sentence. They will have to 
read phonically decodable words (green words) as well as some 
non-phonetic ‘red’ words.

• Use their Speed Sounds to write a sentence independently, 
spelling words phonetically and some ‘red’ words spelled 
correctly. Some words should be spelt correctly
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Phonics
• We use the Read Write Inc. program

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ


Terminology 
• A grapheme is a letter or group of letters that usually represents a 

single phoneme (sound). 

• A grapheme can consist of: one letter, for example, ‘b’ – in big 
• Two letters (a digraph or a split digraph), for example:
‘sh’ in ship, ‘a-e’ in make 

• Three letters (a trigraph), for example, ‘igh’ in light 
• Four letters, for example, ‘ough’ in bough, ‘eigh’ in weight.

• Different graphemes can be used to represent the same phoneme





‘Set 1’

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


Green Words 

• Fred the Frog puppet plays an important role in our 
Read Write Inc lessons. Fred is only able to speak in 
sounds, not whole words. We call this Fred Talk. 

• For example, Fred would say ‘m-a –t’, we would say 
‘mat’. 

• Fred talk helps children read unfamiliar words by 
pronouncing each phoneme in the word one at a time. 

• Children can start blending sounds into words as soon 
as they know a small group of letters well. 

• During lessons children are taught to hear sounds and 
blend them together in sequence to make a word. 

• We start with blending oral sounds, then progress to 
reading the letters and blending them together to read 
the word. 



Red words 

• Red/tricky words are those words that cannot be 
sounded out phonetically and do not follow any particular 
phonemic rule.

• They are red because the students need to stop (like a stop 
sign) and think about them.
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Reading 

• Huge emphasis on reading 

• We read to children every day

• Hear children read once a week 

• Visit the library and send home library books every week

• We will begin sending books home after half term

• You will get one ebook and two physical books (star books) a 
week, one on your reading day and one on your changing day

• The ebook will be phonetically linked to our learning 

• The physical books are to be shared with you-parts of the books 
your child will be able to read, some they will need support

• Weekly Library books of your child’s choice









Quiz













Yellow Star
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Reading 

• The importance of reading for children cannot be underestimated. 

• Reading for pleasure can benefit a child’s education, social and cognitive development, their 
wellbeing, and their mental health.

• Studies have shown that reading is invaluable for:

• Assisted cognitive development-how we perceive and think about our world in 
reference to our intelligence, reasoning, language development, and information processing.

• Developing empathy- gaining a greater understanding of emotions, which can help 
children understand their own emotions and those of others. This helps dramatically with 
their social development.

• Gaining deeper understanding- by reading a book, a child learns about people, places, 
and events that they couldn’t learn otherwise, giving children a deeper understanding of the 
world around them and cultures that are different from their own.

• Building stronger relationships- reading with a child on a regular basis will undoubtedly 
develop a stronger relationship with them. Reading provides parents with an opportunity to 
have a regular and shared event that both parent and child can look forward to. 
Furthermore, it provides children with feelings of attention, love, and reassurance which is 
key for nurturing and wellbeing.
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Book Changing Days

• From after 
half term, 
your child 
should only 
bring their 
book bag in 
on TWO 
DAYS

• Their 
Reading Day
and their 
Changing 
Day 



Reading Records 

• These should be acknowledge every time your child reads

• Can be just a signature, or can be descriptive

• On the front are the days that your child’s book bags should 
come in





Tips For Early Reading..

• Needs to be done every day

• 5 minute bursts -

• Should also be done with picture books-
describe the story and answer questions 
about the pictures 

• When sounding, let the children try with 
the sounds, don't correct them straight 
away

• Reading to our children is equally 
important. 
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Reading TO Your Child
• Improved literary skills: Reading with aloud with young children, even if they 

can’t fully understand what you are saying, gives them the skills they need for when 
they begin to read by themselves. 

• More extensive vocabulary: Hearing words spoken aloud can expose children to 
a range of new vocabulary and phrases that they may not have heard otherwise. By 
reading to a child daily, they’ll learn new words every single day.

• Greater concentration: Regular and consistent reading can help to improve a 
child’s concentration abilities. 

• Higher levels of creativity and imagination: Reading a book relies on us using 
our imagination for picturing characters, visualising their settings and environment, 
and guessing what’s coming next. We must use our imagination if we are to learn 
about other people, places, events, and times. In turn, this developed imagination 
leads to greater creativity 

• The more that a child is read to, and the more that they read themselves, the better 
they will become at it. 

• Practice really does make perfect and, the more a child reads, the better their overall 
academic achievement and social skills will be.
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Physical Development To Lead To 
Writing

• Fine motor skills and gross motor skills are essential – writing is 
physically painful for children with underdeveloped fine motor skills

• Fine and gross motor skills, as well as posture, must be developed first

• Gross motor skills are involved in movement and coordination of the 
arms, legs, and other large body parts and movements, e.g. running, 
crawling, climbing, hanging, sweeping, carrying large objects, riding 
bikes

• Physical development also develops shoulder stability, hand strength, 
and coordination –important for later movement skills including 
writing.
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Physical Development To Lead To 
Writing

• Large muscle control develops before fine motor control, so 
children need lots of opportunities to make big movements with 
their arms before they can develop the fine motor control 
needed for holding a pencil. 

• Fine motor skills involve the use of the smaller muscle of the 
hands, commonly in activities like using pencils, scissors, 
construction with Lego or Duplo, doing up buttons and zips and 
opening lunch boxes, packets and bottles.

• By the end of the year, the children will be writing a full 
sentence with some words spelled correctly, and some spelled 
phonetically



Pre-Cursive

• We use cursive script (flicks) when forming our letters.

31



32



Pencil Grip 
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Maths 



CPA Approach 

35

Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract (CPA) is a highly effective approach to 
teaching that develops a deep and sustainable understanding of maths in 
pupils.

Concrete is the “doing” stage. For example, if a problem 
involves adding pieces of fruit, children can first handle actual 
fruit. From there, they can progress to handling abstract 
counters or cubes which represent the fruit.

Pictorial is the “seeing” stage. Here, visual representations of 
concrete objects are used to model problems. This stage 
encourages children to make a mental connection between the 
physical object they just handled and the abstract picture that 
represent the objects from the problem.

The abstract stage involves the teacher introducing abstract 
concepts (for example, mathematical symbols). Children are 
introduced to the concept at a symbolic level, (for example, +, –,)



By the end of Foundation stage your child should be 
able to…

• Order numbers 1 – 20 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system 

• Compare numbers

• Is able to subitise (recognise how many objects there are in a small group without counting) 
up to 5

• Automatically recalls (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up 
to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts 

• Automatically recall number bonds up to 5 and some to 10

• Use everyday language for shape, size, weight, capacity, time and money 

• Know and recognise the properties of 2D shape and begin to know 3D shapes 

• Double, half and share in practical activities

• Write numbers to 10 correctly

• Is able to continue, copy and create repeating patterns

• Is able to explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, 
double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally 
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Maths

• Activities for number recognition:
1: Number spotting
Can be done anywhere! Talk about the numbers on buses, front 
doors, price tags or even on the back of footballers’ shirts.

• 2: Numbers Hunt
Hide some cut-out numbers from 1-10 around the house and see 
if you child can find them – ask them to shout the number out 
loud when they find it.

• 3: Tower of cups
Building a tower of ten cups and counting them up as you build 
will help your child understand that numbers have a value.

• 4: Steps and stairs
Count together as you walk up and down stairs while you’re out 
and about or when climbing the stairs to bed.
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Using concrete materials 
• Concrete materials means physical objects that 

can be seen, touched, felt and manipulated for 
mathematical learning.

• For example (at home) – pasta, buttons, Lego 
pieces, beads, toy cars, Play-Doh and Cheerios etc. 
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• Numberblocks uses best-practice visual teaching techniques 
aligned to the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) framework

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks
- Series 1 episodes only
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https://www.ncetm.org.uk/class
room-resources/ey-
numberblocks-series-1-
episodes-1-15/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-numberblocks-series-1-episodes-1-15/


Tapestry 

• Tapestry will be used to share your child’s progress not only at school 
but at home too

• We would like you to make observations too, about things you have 
done, any ‘wow’ moments you think they have had and add them to 
their journal

• If they are avidly talking about a story from school, remembered a fact 
from school etc. add it to their journal



Milk 

• Free milk for those under 5

• For those over 5, milk can be provided but at a cost

• Not every one is taking it regularly-a lot is being wasted

• Please talk to your child about it, if they don’t want it we can take 
them off the register



Uniform

• Winter uniform must be worn after half term, no shorts 

or dresses

• Bottle green tracksuit bottoms and sweatshirt 

• White polo shirt

• Black shoes-preferably Velcro (no boots or trainers please)

• Green coat

• Hats, scarves and gloves also green

• PE kits not needed until the Summer term

• Please ensure EVERYTHING is named



Reminders

• Please NAME YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS in an obvious 
place

• Water bottles should only have water in them 

• Book bags now only on two days

• Library day is Wednesday



Questions? 



Thank you for your support! 

Let’s take a quick tour 


